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PIT VIPERS/VIPERS SNAKE IDENTIFICATION SNAKE BITE PREVENTION

ARABIAN VIPER
Eanls coloraius

Venomous shakes are found throughout Southwest Asia. Assume that any snake you encounter is
venomous. Leave snakes alone. Many people are bitten because they try to kill a snake or get a
closer look at it.

PIT VIPERS AND
VIPERS

Long, hinged fangs that tuck into roof of
mouth when not in use.

Short fangs fixed in erect position in front of
mouth. As tactical situations permit, avoid high risk snake habits. Locate bivouacs away from piles of

brush, rocks or other debris. Avoid swimming in coastal areas where sea snakes abound.

Dry rocky areas and scrub
forests

Remediate conditions which attract snakes. Remove woodpiles, rock piles, construction debris, Asiatic Pit Viper
dumps, dense undergrowth, and similar shelter for snakes. Store supplies elevated off the ground.
Practice good sanitation. Control rodents.

ASIATIC BirVIEER 3 : -‘.,-'-_"_'. : __ ' Vertically elliptical eye pupils; pit vipers with
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GloydiuShntermetiusiSaxatilis A AL+ heat sensing organ between eye and nostril. Round eye pupils

_ _ _ Bulgar Dagh Viper
Practice “snake smart” behavior. Shake out bedding and clothes before use. Sleep off the ground,

if possible. Know that thick leather boots offer the best foot protection. Avoid walking alone. Keep
to clear paths.

Desert Horned Viper

Broad triangular head very distinct from
narrow neck.

Be alert in areas where snakes may be hiding or sunning. Don’t reach or place parts of body into
uninspected places, especially in high grass or among rocks. Keep hands off of rock ledges. Never
sit on or step over large rocks or logs without first checking to see what is on the other side.

Head small and not distinct from the body.

BARAN’S VIPER Forests and farmland in Latifi’'s Viper

Vipera barani mountain foothills

In the unit compound, keep doors, windows and vents closed whenever possible. Block holes in
foundations, crawl spaces, ceilings and roofs. Levantine Viper

SBULEYAR [D/AC]| WIPIER
Viperabulgandaghica

Head small and not distinct from the body;
long hinged fangs that can be extended
laterally when mouth is closed.

Use a stick, bag or other container and do not handle the head when transporting a dead snake

Eyes very small, pupils round: snout pointed, \ : -
that is to be identified. McMahon'’s Viper

broad, flattened.

Near East Viper

Meadows and wooded SNAKE BITE FIRST AID
rooky hillsides with southern PIT VIPERS/VIPERS COBRAS . Avoid panic . Lighty immobiize inured bart i functonal mersion Sand Vi
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CAUCASUS VIPER « Move victim out of danger and place at rest. Record the appearance and progress of

symptoms in as much detail as practical. Radde’s Rock Viper
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DESCERT HORNEDRAVIRER Rocky hillsides and e Reassure and calm the patient. « Transport victim to medical facility as soon _
erastesicerastes ; 2 . .
Rocky areas and farmlands flatlands with scrub brush, as possible. Saw-scaled Viper (Echis
grasslands, and irrigated : o . : e : carinatus)
fields * Remove rings and constrictive items. * Retain snake for identification if possible.
_
Vivara radedsl

Saw-scaled Viper (E.
carinatus sochureki)
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Hajanajexians SNAKE VENOMS AND THEIR EFFECTS

Bites by venomous (poisonous) snakes result in a wide range of symptoms, from simple puncture Zagros Mountain Viper
wounds to life-threatening illness and death. There are two types of venom: neurotoxins and
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LATIEPS VIPER
Viivere il

Steep, rocky sides of the Lar

Viperalbornmueller

1 Waltarinnask asgypik . aralyze the nerves that control the
SAWESEALED VIPER Barren, rocky mountain paraly

hillsides, sandy deserts, as
well as gardens, irrigated
fields

EchiSicaninatusimultiSguamatus heart and breathing. Victims may

die from lack of air or heart failure.
Bites by cobras and desert black Central Asian Cobra
shakes are immediately painful and

tender to touch. Specific symptoms

LEVANTINE VIPER of cobra bites and desert black

Wnarovipara labsil snakebites include drowsiness,
SAOYIPEVE FEDSEIS Ecﬁ@’\c/fricréfui[)sgéii?eki difficulty in speaking, drooling, SEA SNAKES

blurred vision, shortness of breath
SEA SNAKES Cobras and loss of consciousness. These -

. seedles  WheeFound e | SYMptomS can occur within one
Neurotoxin hour after the bite. In more severe Barred Sea Snake

Snakes

Dry, rocky areas and farms
In mountainous areas
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more neurotoxic venom and others have more hemotoxic venom. Antivenin, which can treat = = | & R § & 1|& S 5 3|9
the symptoms of the venom of the cobras, black snakes and pit vipers as well as most species ~
Hahls carlnatus o_f vipers found in Southwest Asia, is available. There are no antivenins for sea snakes or mole _--- ---------
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desert areas, scrub forests, DESERT BLACK SNAKES Oasis Mole Viper X X
and around buildings
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Sea
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Gulf
Gulf of
Oman

EONGINOSEDAVIRER
Viperalammouytes

X

BEAKED SEA SNAKE bites, a person can stop breathing Symptoms from cobra _-
Ennyelring senlstose within minutes. Death of tissue at -
Sea Snakes i o : envenomation
ESYRITAN SAWRSSALED VIPER the bite site is quite common. Blue Sea Snake X

EchiSipyramidium

NC MAHON'S VIPER

The venom of sea snakes is

painless and only small amounts of
venom are usually injected. Death
is rare. The more serious bites
produce muscle stiffness, difficulty
speaking and swallowing, flu-like

X

Bombay Sea Snake
Sandy deserts

X

Ornate Sea Snake X

Death from shock is rare and
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Yellow Sea Snake
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Flat, sandy or rocky desert In burrows under rocks,
areas concrete slabs, logs or

planks in moist areas near
oases and around farms
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Yellow indicates where snakes are found.
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